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On W dn sday S ptember 24th 2025, I observed Martin Dominguez s Design 1 class in 
Harriman Hall. Room 113. When I arrived nine students were actively engaged and 

orki g at their desks. Martin began the session by int1·oducing the day s topic ''The 
Elements and Principles o Design '' using a PowerPoint presentation to guide discussion 
and reinforce key isual concepts . 

He opened with a clear explanation of the diffe1·ences between elements and principles 
describing ele1nents as ' tools' and principles as ''ideas.' The class then explored several 
foundational design elements i11cluding line shape, form, texture, size, space and color. 
Martin emphasized that a confident intentional line communicates purpose and guides the 
viewer an idea he connected to practical applications in gi·aphic design. 

Throughout the lecture, Martin encouraged participation by posing thoughtful questions 
prompting students to connect theory with their ongoing projects. His discussion of shape 
and the psychology of form was engaging as he related geometric shapes such as 
sq ares triangles, and. circles to ideas of stability, strength, and community. Martin s 
approach effectively linked visual design concepts to emotional and psychological 
responses, helping students tl1ink critically about how design communicates meaning. 
He rther illustrated key principles such as hierarchy, emphasis, unity rh thm, and 
balance, noting that hierarchy requires visual awareness of size color, layout and spacing. 
His expla11ations were enriched with historical r £ rences including Pi t ondrian and 
Theo van Doesburg s moveme t and Wassily Kandins y's theori_ ...... on abst1·action 
and color psychology. Thes xamples deepened students und rstanding o ho arly 
de • gn theorist continue to influence mod rn composition. 

The class was interact· e and int I ctually sti ulating. M rtin balanc d lectur 
and discussion, frequ ntly ngaging s ud nts through question and visu l ru1aly i . His 
teaching style con eyed both nthusiasm and p rti , er ating an inclu i e and positi 
class oom atmosphere. Stud n appear d om ortabl contributin their id as and 
demon trated curiosity throughout tl1 1 son. 

Afte the lectu1·e tudents b�.IC...an individual • o k n an ab r ct de ign proj c 
using black-and�whit sk ch s. Marti11 circul d a1·ou d the 1·0 , of� rin p r liz d 
fe dba k and ncouragi tudent to mak d lib rat compo iti nal h i ba ,..,.....,. th 
1 nts _Ad pri11cipl of d i n. is dback uppo ti and p i 1c 1� info1· in k 

i���a 111t due . e rlier in h i n. 
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